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Editor’s note: My name is Steve Wallis (www.socialiststeve.me.uk). I am the initiator of the Foundation for PR-based Socialism and editor of this newsletter. The Foundation is a new largely virtual organisation with a public face (website, discussion forum and newsletters), which may have cells (of small numbers of conspirators collaborating together) and branches in some areas. It will infiltrate many organisations in society to help or hinder them from within, in the struggle for a socialist world based on proportional representation (PR) by single transferable vote (STV). STV is the fairest form of PR, because it eliminates the need for tactical voting.

With socialism based on PR, everybody would be in control of society, not just big business (as at present) or just the working class (as Marxists argue should be the case, with hierarchies of committees based on workplaces). Such hierarchical structures are very prone to infiltration by dodgy people (bureaucrats, potential ruthless dictators like Stalin, infiltrators on the side of big business). By denying middle class people a say (or giving them less of a say), implementing that sort of socialism would provoke resentment, leading to Stalinist dictatorships or capitalist counter-revolutions.

I will produce 5,000 copies of an election newsletter (double sided, with colour on the front, on recycled paper) and will put different versions of it on the website www.PRsocialism.org, so that others can print, photocopy and distribute it across Scotland. I will probably also produce an international edition of the same newsletter; a PR-based form of socialism must be implemented across the world to avoid a catastrophe (via nuclear war or global warming).

Discussions on analyses of society, strategies for changing the world, positions of the Foundation on a range of issues, contents of newsletters, etc., will take place on the forum. Polls can be conducted on it when there is disagreement.

Vote for Scottish independence and socialism

The Scottish parliamentary elections that take place on Thursday the 3rd of May 2007 will be very important in the struggle for socialism. The Scottish Socialist Party (SSP) won six seats in the last elections to that parliament, in 2003. In the aftermath of the defamation trial that Tommy Sheridan won against the News of the World, two socialist parties (the SSP and Sheridan’s new party Solidarity: Scotland’s Socialist Movement) will participate in those elections, competing against each other in the regional lists (which augment the constituency votes to make the results roughly proportional). What is most important about the outcome of the elections is for the socialist parties to do well between them, and for the four pro-independence parties – the Scottish National Party (SNP), the SSP, Solidarity and the Scottish Green Party – to together get a majority in the Scottish Parliament. There would probably then be an early and successful referendum on independence. Labour, the Liberal Democrats and the Tories are vehemently opposed to the idea of independence, so without such a majority, a referendum would be unlikely to take place until after the next elections in 2011.

A capitalist independent Scotland has some advantages in its own right, such as enabling Scotland to become nuclear-free (no Trident or nuclear power stations) and avoid sending troops to Iraq and Afghanistan (perhaps that could even trigger a complete withdrawal by the West), but the most important thing about it would be the considerably increased likelihood of a socialist transformation of society taking place. Such a change of society is much more likely in Scotland than the UK as a whole due to the electoral system (the form of PR for the Scottish parliament is far from ideal but much better than the first-past-the-post system used for the UK parliament), Scottish people tending to be more left-wing and the socialist parties being much stronger and less divided in Scotland than in England or Wales.

Once a socialist revolution has taken place in a particular Western country, and Scotland is most likely to be first, it could quickly spread around the world.

Draconian laws on guns would be used against socialists

Tony Blair is proposing a mandatory sentence of five years in jail for anybody convicted of carrying a gun who is aged 17 years or over (at present the age limit for prosecution is 21). Since guns are so widespread and prisons are overflowing, the Crown Prosecution Service would obviously be selective when deciding whom to charge under this law.

As with many other New Labour policies, the main target is the left, and revolutionary socialists in particular. Whereas they would charge some drug dealers, muggers and Muslim “extremists” under it, their main motivation for this law is its potential use against us (genuine socialists), particularly when we are on the verge of taking power.

Many socialists favour a completely peaceful revolution, but it is extremely naïve to expect capitalists to allow a socialist revolution to take place without trying to use armed police (and possibly the army although they are more likely to mutiny being more working class) against us. It will therefore be vital for socialists to form armed defence squads to defend the mass movement of working and middle class people that is making a bid for power – and to prepare for an armed insurrection in the event that one becomes necessary. One of the supporters of the Foundation for PR-based Socialism was trained as a sniper by the British army and will be able to train other socialists in the use of guns.

Blair’s law would not apply in Scotland, due to the different legal system. Unfortunately, however, Tommy Sheridan MSP, a former member of a revolutionary socialist organisation (Scottish Militant Labour) and now leader of Solidarity, has also recently argued for tougher laws against people carrying guns. Socialists should resolutely argue against Sheridan’s stance, whether they are members of the SSP, Solidarity or another party, or are currently non-aligned.
